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91 January 20, 1899 

into the United States without sufficient means to provide subsistence 
for themselves even for a few days ; miserably wretched, poor, unkempt, 
ignorant, and many of them diseased, and usually of the vicious class. 
They carry their everything in a handkerchief or in an old blauket that 
has doubtless served as their only covering through epidemics of small- 
pox, diphtheria, scarlatina, yellow fever, and ofttimes of something 
worse. I discovered and caused to be returned to Mexico a man and 
his wife, both of whom had true, genuine leprosy. 

With the permission of the Mexican authorities, I have quarantined 
every suspicious looking sick person 50 miles from Juarez, Mexico, 
and El Paso, Tex. To do this I have made the necessary daily trip 
with a free pass from the Mexican Central Railroad. I have permitted 
several sick American families to go as far as Juarez, and there kept 
them in isolation at my house. At this date I have an American lady 
in my home who arrived three days after the burial of her husband 
whom she nursed while sick in Mexico and who died of a violent type 
of smallpox. 

Thus far most of the Americans who have to be detained are able to 
provide for themselves, though no hotel or boarding house will give 

them shelter while under suspicion of having a contagious disease. 

* # * # * * * 

During the year many American families reach El Paso from the 
interior of Mexico with their children, their fathers being employed as 
officials or mechanics on various American enterprises in that country. 
These children are brought into the United States to be educated, and 
most of them are not vacciuated. I generally ask them for destination 
and address, and inform the board of health or local health officer of 
such places that said children would arrive. This information has been 
kindly received by the various health officials, and I have many letters 
of thanks from them for the work of the Marine- Hospital Department. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Note. — Passed Assistant Surgeon Cobb has been directed to investigate and report on 
the condition of affairs in this section. 

[Telegram.] 

El Paso, Tex., January 18, 1899. 
Sir : El Paso, 20 cases in pesthouse, 1 in town, 1 focus. One case fled 
to Juarez last night and was seen by various persons on street car. Fif- 
teen Mexicans, 2 Americans with smallpox now and probably more at 
Juarez. Three Americans under detention ; probably 50 or more houses 
infected in Juarez. 

Alexander. 

Smallpox at Laredo, Tex. 

Laredo, Tex., January 14, 1899. 
Sir : I continue to inspect all passenger trains entering from Mexico. 
I inclose report of cases of smallpox at Laredo and deaths since and 
including January 1, 1899. Some were found only after death and are 
counted with the new cases. So far only the lower class of Mexicans 
have had the disease, and the city is pretty thoroughly vaccinated and 
it is being prosecuted with extra vigor at present. The city has vac- 
cinated 750 persons at the city's expense, and, of course, there have 
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been numbers vaccinated at their own expense. The first smallpox 
appeared here at the end of October, 1898, which focus came from 
Mexico, and persons broke out with smallpox one week or ten days 
after arrival here, but I discovered said cases about two weeks after the 
first was taken sick. Strange to say, there has been no more smallpox 
in that neighborhood. No more smallpox noticed until a man was found 
dead from it on December 5, on the opposite outskirts of the city, to where 
the cases of October occurred. December 6, found 3 children in suburbs ; 
infection came from a man who died. December 7, found man on streets 
who had come from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, that morning in a skiff or 
boat. He was returned to Mexico that evening. Although search was 
continued for smallpox, none was discovered until December 19, and I 
inclose cases since that time with number of deaths since January'l, 
1899. 

Kespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., January 18, 1899. . 
Sir : I have the honor to report that a colored male was sent to the 
pesthouse to-day, suffering with modified smallpox.' The man has not 
been absent from the city for months and has had no known contact 
with previously known cases. He has lately been engaged in unloading 
cotton on the river, and fancies he may have contracted the disease from 
cotton shipped by infected persons There are a good many cases in 
Marengo County, but I have not definite information. Smallpox is 
reported as having existed for some time at Wautubbee, Clarke County, 
Miss., on the North Eastern Eailroad, and near Enterprise, Clarke 
County, Miss., on the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad. 

Respectfully, yours, E. D. Murray, 

Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in NebrasTca Oity, Nebr. 

Nebraska City, Nebr., January 6, 1899. 

Sir : Since my writing a few days since the situation has not changed 
particularly. Two new families have become infected. Fifteen cases 
remain in hospital. Ten or eleven are quarantined in homes ; 3 cases 
in process of release. 

The city and county authorities are quite anxious over 10 or 12 fami- 
lies in the country around over whom neither county nor State can by 
law exercise much authority. It is feared they may reinfect the city. 
Vaccination and revaccination are not popular and not enforced. The 
school board thinks 85 per cent of school children are immune or vac- 
cinated. I advised waiting at least another week before reopening the 
schools, hoping to secure a few more children, though the board thinks 
it difficult to overcome the prejudice. There was a lull in the disease in 
October, but it broke out afresh in November. I have seen during and 
since December 13, 115 cases, mostly mild. I judge since July there 
may have been as many more previously. Can the Marine- Hospital 
Service advise us ? 

Respectfully, S. R. Towne, 

Medical Inspector. 



